


   Higher Dimensions 
Christian Center (HDCC) 
is a vibrant, spirit –filled, 
ministry pregnant with 
potential and promise.  
We “Expect” God to do 
great things in our midst.  
Our emphasis and passion 
are Praise & Worship, 
Healing & Deliverance, 
five –fold ministry, appli-
cation of biblical princi-
ples and operating in the 
spirit of excellence.  

Our kingdom assignment 
is to love people and bring 
them into a close relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, 
while introducing them to 
kingdom principles. Our 
ultimate goal is to win 
souls for the kingdom of 
God. 
 
We believe that the great-

est transformations occur 
while imperfect people are 
in the presence of a perfect 
and loving God.  Our pur-
pose is to minister to the 
total man and promote 
physical, social, emotional 
and spiritual wholeness. 
 
Pastor Samantha Dowdy is 
a chosen vessel, with a 
heart’s desire to see people 
of all cultures and back-
grounds live victoriously 
through the teaching and 
preaching of the Word of 
God.  Her ministry gift has 
been a blessing to the Body 
of Christ. The journey of 
ministry has taken her far, 
both spiritually and geo-
graphically, gaining much 
wisdom and experience 
along the way. 

God has placed potential, 

Higher Dimensions Christian Center 
Pageland, SC 

vision and purpose 
down in the spirit of 
Pastor Dowdy. The 
manifestation of that 
seed came forth in 2003 
with the birth of Higher 
Dimensions Worship 
Center, Southern Pines, 
NC, and again in 2009 
Higher Dimensions 
Christian Center, Page-
land, SC, where she 
serves as Senior Pastor.  

In this final hour God is 
using Pastor Dowdy as a 
liaison to bridge, con-
nect and network the 
Body of Christ. She has 
been affectionately 
called a spiritual catalyst 
as she strives to inspire 
and motivate God’s peo-
ple to propel into their 
destiny and reach for 
their next level in Christ 
Jesus.  

We are a covenant min-
istry under the covering 
of Warriors Armed and 
Ready (W.A.R.) Fellow-
ship Ministries, Inc. un-
der the leadership of 
Bishop Nathan J. Ander-
son of Charlotte, NC.   

We welcome you to 
worship with us for a 
life-changing worship 
experience.  We solely 
believe that this is a new 
season and a new day in 
the lives of the believer, 
and without a doubt, 
God has great things in 
store for you.  We stand 

firm and proclaim the 
Word of the Lord in  
Jeremiah 29:11 
(NIV)  “For I know the 
plans I have for you, de-
clares the Lord, plans to 
prosper you and not harm 
you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.” 
 
Vision 
To empower, equip and 
restore all to wholeness 
in Christ Jesus through 
the Word of God.   
 
Mission 
To evangelize and ex-
pand the boundaries of 
the church to reach the 
lost, the community and 
the world. 
To educate and empower 
individuals concerning 
Kingdom principles. 
To equip the believer to 
reach the level of minis-
try and spiritual maturity 
designed for their life. 
To build genuine rela-
tionships among the 
Body of Christ. 
 
Ministries: 
Community Outreach & 
Evangelism 
New Members Orienta-
tion 
New Beginnings (New 
Converts Training) 
Praise & Worship 
Leadership Empower-
ment (Ministry Leaders) 
Personal Development 
(Naturally & Spiritually) 
Continued on pg 10 

Pastor Samantha Dowdy 
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Church and Community Events 

 

We want your Church and Community Events here 
Please send your information to: 

The Church Bulletin 
P.O. Box 2728  

Monroe N.C. 28111  
 

Toll-Free: 1-877-423-9276 
Fax: 1-800-576-0415 

Email: requests@churchbulletinonline.com 



                

INSPIRATIONAL SCOPE 
The Scent 
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Familiarity 

Amongst 

Members 

In 

Life’s 

Yearnings 

 

Scripture References: 

Genesis 28:14 “And thy 
seed shall be as the dust of 
the earth, and thou shalt 
spread abroad to the west, 
and to the east, and to the 
north, and to the south:  and 
in thee and in thy seed shall 
all the families of the earth 
be blessed.”  KJV 

Ephesians 3:14-15 “For 
this reason I bow my knees 
before the Father, from 
whom every family in 
heaven and on earth derives 
its name: NAS 

Psalms 22:27 “All the ends 
of the world shall remember 
and turn to the Lord, and all 
the families of the nations 
shall worship before 
you.” (NKJV) 

Peacock’s Insight:”Family 
is a great place to belong 
and a great thing to cherish.  
Seniors should place them-
selves in the presence of 
youth to catch the spirit and 
energy that radiates to serve 
them as a therapeutic drug. 
The best remedy is not al-
ways in a pill.  Bridging the 
gap from one generation to 
the next can be most re-
warding.  Young people 

should place themselves in 

the presence of spiritually-
seasoned elders to soak up 
their wisdom.” 

Clarence, Faye, and Brianna 
Carpenter 

Charlotte, NC 

Guiding Principle: 
Clarence- “Do unto others 
as you would have them do 
unto you.” 

Faye- “Do unto others as 
you would have them do 
unto you.  Keep God at the 
forefront.” 

Three Values: 

Clarence- “My values are 
my religious convictions 
and my family.  I am also 
committed to belief in cer-
tain causes like those of Dr. 
Martin Luther King.  I do 
not believe in just any 

cause, but rather in things 

that are fair and just.” 

Faye- “My three values are 
God, family and causes 
(spiritually and politically) 
aligned in righteousness.” 

Favorite Scriptures: 

Clarence- James 1:17 “Every 
good and perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from 
the Father of the heavenly 
lights, who does not change 

like shifting shadows.”  NIV 

Faye- Proverbs 3:4-6 “So 
shalt thou find favour and 
good understanding in the 
sight of God and man.  Trust 
in the Lord with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto thine 
own understanding.  In all thy 
ways acknowledge him, and 
he shall direct thy paths.” KJV 

Brianna- Ephesians 4:26 “Be 
ye not angry, and sin not: let 
not the sun go down upon 
your wrath:” KJV 

Guiding Messages: 

Clarence- “I believe in tithing 
and giving to help other peo-
ple; I believe everything 
comes from above so I don’t 
mind sharing.” 
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Attention!!!! 
 
If you currently have your  ministry listed, a new pastor is serving, or would 
like your ministry listed, please forward us your address and phone number 
so we can update our listings.  If we do not receive it, your ministry informa-
tion will be removed from our publication.   

 
Please send information to: 

 
The Church Bulletin 

P.O. Box 2728  
Monroe N.C. 28111  

 
Toll-Free: 1-877-423-9276 

Fax: 1-800-576-0415 
Email: requests@churchbulletinonline.com 



                

Amazing Grace Lutheran  
Waxhaw, NC 
Pastor: Frederick Guy 
Sunday School: 9:00 AM 
Sunday Worship: 10:00 
AM 
Antioch Baptist 
Monroe, NC 
Pastor: Mike Riley 
Sunday School: 10:00 am 
Sunday Worship:11:00 am 
Benton Heights Presbyte-
rian 
Monroe, NC 
Pastor: Paul M. Saleeby 
Praise & Worship: 8:45 AM 
Sunday School: 10:00 AM 
Traditional Worship: 11:00 
AM 
Black’s Memorial Presby-
terian Church 
Monroe, NC 
Rev. Dr. Julia Robinson-
Harmon 
Sunday School: 9:45 AM 
Worship Service: 11:00 
AM 
Central United Methodist 
Church 
Pastor: Rev. J. Matthew 
Burton, Jr. 
Sunday Worship:  
Chapel 8:50 AM 
Contemporary: 8:50 AM 
Traditional: 11:00 AM 
Christ Memorial 
H.C.O.G.I.C 
Pastor: Vice Bishop David 
N. Brown 
Sunday School: 9:30 AM 
Morning Worship: 11 AM 
Wed. Night Service: 7:30 
PM 
Church of God and 
Prophecy  
Wadesboro, NC 
Pastor: Bishop Major Neal 
Sunday School: 9:45 AM 
Morning Worship:  11:00 
AM 
Church of Philadelphia 

Praise, Worship, and De-
liverance Center 
Charlotte, NC 
Pastor: Apostle Clavon Leo-
nard 
Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 
Wednesday Bible Study: 
7:00 PM 
Community Baptist 
Church 
Indian Trail, NC 
Sunday School: 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 
& 6 PM 
Cornerstone Worship Cen-
ter  
Marshville, NC 
Pastor: Michael J. Oney 
Sunday School: 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 AM 
& 6:00 PM 
Cedar Creek Missionary 
Baptist Church 
Pastor: Freddie Little 
Sunday School: 9:45 AM 
Sunday Worship:  11:00 AM 
Prayer Meetings & Bible 
Study: Wed 6:30 PM 
Deliverance Crusade Min-
istries 
Pastor: Overseer Angela E. 
Colston  
Sunday School: 10:30am  
Morning Worship 11:30am  
Tuesday Night Bible Study: 
7:30pm  
Thursday Evangelis-
tic:7:30pm 
Ebenezer Baptist 
Indian Trail, NC 
Pastor: Rodney Navey 
Bible Study: 9:30 AM 
Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 
& 6:00 PM 
Ebenezer MBC 
Wadesboro, NC 
Pastor: W.W. Williams 
Co-Pastor: 
M.Mcleod, J.Bennett 
Sunday School: 9:45 AM 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 AM 

Mid-Week Services: 
Wed. Prayer Meeting: 6:00 
PM 
Wed. Bible Study: 7:00 PM 
Elizabeth Baptist Church- 
Lilesville, NC 
Sunday School- 10 AM 
Worship service- 11 AM 
Pastor: Rev. J.L. Williams 
Elizabeth Missionary Bap-
tist Church 
Marshville NC  
Pastor: Rev. J.C. Clark  
Sunday School 10:00 am  
Worship Service 11:00 am  
Wednesday Bible Study 6:00 
pm  
Essence of the Cross Minis-
tries  
2310 Appian Ln.    
Monroe, NC 28112 
704.291.9898 (o) 
704.291.9944 (f)  
drkayemcdonald@aol.com  
Faith Assembly Outreach  
Ministries 
Dobbins Heights, NC 
Pastor Mordecai & Linda 
Ross 
Sunday Worship:  11:00 AM 
Tuesday Bible Study: 7:00 
PM 
First Methodist Church  
Rockingham, NC 
Sunday School: 10AM 
Worship Service: 10:55 AM 
Contemporary: Saturday 6 
PM 
Flat Rock AME Zion 
Church Morven, NC 
Pastor: Rebecca Rorie 
Sunday School: 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 AM 
Flat Rock Missionary Bap-
tist Church 
Wadesboro, NC  
Rev. Frank R. Butler, Jr. 
Sunday School: 9:30 am 
Praise & Worship: 11:00 am 
Wednesday Night Bible 
Study: 6:30pm 

Church Listings 
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Communion 1st Sunday 
Forrest Hills Baptist Church  
Monroe, NC 
Sunday School: 9:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 10 AM & 6 PM 
Friendship Missionary Baptist 
Church 
Monroe NC. 
Pastor: Rev. Leake  
Sunday School- 9:45am 
Worship Services- 11:00am 
Mid- Week Services- Wed. 
Prayer Meeting- 6:30pm 
Bible Study- 7:30pm  
Garris Grove MBC  
Wadesboro, N.C.  
Pastor: Roy A. Lisensby  
Sunday School: 9:45 AM  
Sunday Worship:  
11:00 AM  
Tuesdays Bible Study: 7:00 PM  
Gatewood Station  
AME Zion Church  
Morven, NC  
Pastor: David T.  
Richardson  
Sunday School: 9:45 AM  
Sunday Worship; 11:00  
Prayer Services: Wednesday 
6:00 PM  
Gods Temple of God  
International Fellow-ship 
Church  
Indian Trail, NC  
Pastor Victor D. Thompson  
Apostle Stephanie Thompson, 
Ass. Pastor  
Sun-School 9:30 10:20  
Church 10:30-12 noon  
Greater Faith Apostolic 
Church of Jesus Christ  
1733 Parson Grove Church Rd 
Pastor: Sarah Spencer 
Sunday School: 11:00 AM 
Morning Worship: 12:00 PM 
Wednesday Evangelist & Joy 
Night 6:30 PM 
Friday Prayer Bible Study 6:30 
PM 
Greater Grace Community 
Baptist Wingate, NC 
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Your Money:  The Secrets of Smart Shoppers 
Knowing how to shop wisely can save you plenty of cash! 

Who doesn’t love to 
spend less and save 
more? Keeping cash in 
your wallet is something 
everyone loves to ex-
perience, and thinking of 
ways to be a smart shop-
per can result in plenty 
of saved money. But 
you don’t have to make 
drastic changes in your 
daily life. Here are 
seven things that many 
smart shoppers do that 
literally pay off. 

Save up for 
quality 
From sofas to shoes, it pays to pur-
chase quality products. When you 
buy cheap stuff, you end up replac-
ing it more often, thus spending 
more money. Saving up for some-
thing nicer and a little pricier actu-
ally helps you save money over the 
long term. 

Clip coupons 
You don’t have to be that batty lady 
who goes crazy when the Sunday 
paper isn’t delivered, but taking 
time to clip coupons—and combin-
ing them with store specials—is a 
smart way to save money. You can 
also sign up for online coupon web-
sites that deliver coupons straight to 
your email. All you have to do is hit 
the print key! 

Balance your checking 
account 
If you write a check or use your 

debit card, note it in your checkbook 
register immediately. Keeping a close 
eye on the cash in your account 
means you’re less likely to spend 
frivolously. 

Stick to the budget 
Make a budget every month and stick 
to it. Fill your envelopes with a set 
amount of cash, and when the cash is 
gone, stop spending. When you’re 
tempted to take a few bucks out of 
another envelope, don’t give in! 

Just say no! 
Learning to say no is hard, but once 
you know how to do it, you’ll be in 
control of your money. If you don’t 
need it, don’t buy it. Tell your kids no 
when they ask for a fast food dinner 
that’s not in the budget. It’s hard to 
do, but it’s worth it in the end. 

Maintain what you 
have 

Keep your items longer by tak-
ing care of them. This seems like 
an obvious one, but how many 
people do you know with a car 
that looks like a garbage pit or a 
home that looks like a tornado 
went through it? You spend 
hard-earned money on your 
stuff, so take care of it! 

Travel wisely 
Be a smart traveler by taking ad-
vantage of your drive time. In-
stead of zooming around town 
twice in one day, plan your 
schedule so that you run two er-
rands in one outing. Do your 

grocery shopping on the way home 
from work or after your child’s bas-
ketball game. This will save you 
money and time! 

Simple steps like these can end up saving 
you a lot of money in the long run. It may 
not seem like much when you’re saving 
$10 here and $20 there, but it really does 
add up when you see it reflected in your 
budget! 

What are some of the things you 
do that make you a smart shop-
per? 

 

http://www.daveramsey.com/artic
l e / t h e - s e c r e t s - o f - s m a r t -
s p e n d -
ing/lifeandmoney_budgeting/text
1/ 
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some with 
big hearts 
are never 
blessed with 
c h i l d r e n ; 
why some 
parents of 
young chil-
dren are 
taken away 
by death or 
d i v o r c e ; 
why some 
who delight 
themselves 

in the Lord seem not to be granted the 
desires of their hearts; the list can go 
on and on. 

 After experiencing an excruci-
ating disappointment in my life and 
trying to figure out why it had all 
happened, a wise person told me, 
"I've found that these things never 
have only one reason; they happen as 
a result of many reasons, some which 
we can figure out, and others that we 
never will." I've thought of those wise 
words often. Realizing that some 
things can never be understood has 
helped me to let go of many of the 
questions that have no answers and 
relieved me of the angst of over ana-
lyzing. 

 But our inner peace regarding 
unanswered questions can go far be-
yond this simple embrace of the un-
knowns. Recently a friend shared this 
nugget of truth from Proverbs 20:24, 
expressed in the paraphrase of the 
Living Bible: "Since the Lord is di-
recting our steps, why try to under-
stand everything that happens along 
the way?" 

 Indeed, why should we? 
Even more than the fact that there 
are questions that can't be an-
swered, is the fact that God is di-
recting our steps. As the One whose 
ways and thoughts are higher than 
ours (Isaiah 55:9), we have every 
reason to trust that He knows what 
He's doing, that He knows the an-
swers to all of our whys, that He 
knows us better than we know our-
selves, that He knows the purpose 
He has for our lives, and that He 
will faithfully direct our steps ac-
cordingly. Our job is to trust Him, 
to follow Him, to lean on Him, and 
to let Him carry us when the way 
gets rough. 

 I think of Job and his friends 
and their attempts to reconcile his 
godliness with his suffering. Un-
known to all of them something 
was happening in the spiritual 
realm that would have answered all 
their questions. If nothing else, the 
story of Job reveals that as mere 
mortals there are many things we 
don't know about, let alone under-
stand, but that God has under con-
trol. 

 We learn to trust God as we 
encounter situation after situation 
that we don't understand and choose 
to embrace the unknowns as part of 
life, trusting that He is directing our 
steps and will reveal what we need 
to know in His timing, and to keep 
concealed what we don't. 

© 2010 Fern Horst 

http://www.singleness.org/devo/dev
_440.shtml 

Unanswered Questions 

"Trust in the LORD with all 
your heart, and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your 
ways acknowledge Him, and He 
shall direct your paths." 
(Proverbs 3:5-6) 

 I am analytical by nature. 
When it comes to figuring out 
how something works so that I 
can use or fix it, or to getting to 
the root of a problem so that I can 
move forward (and to helping a 
friend do the same), that charac-
teristic serves me well. But when 
trying to figure out the "whys" of 
life that have no humanly-known 
answer, or have answers I'm not 
yet supposed to know, it has 
caused me much wasted time and 
energy. 

 A number of years ago the 
Lord showed me the futility of 
trying to figure it all out - why 
some who live upright lives suffer 
in unthinkable ways; why some 
faithful Christians struggle finan-
cially; why some marriageable 
people never find a mate; why 

Satisfied Single 
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Sun. Morning Service 11 
am 
Savannah A.M.E. Zion 
Church 
518 Firetower Road, Liles-
ville 
Pastor: Rev. Jeannett E. 
Monroe 
Sunday School: 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
AM  
Tuesday, Prayer Service 
and Bible Study starting at 
6:00 p.m. 
St. Luke #2 FWB Church 
Dobbins Heights, NC 
Continued on page 17 
Pastor: Elder Allen J. Sut-
ton 
Co-Pastor:  Eldress Amelia 
B. Sutton 
Sunday School: 9:45AM 
Morning Worship:  11:15 
AM 
Communion: Every 1st 
Sunday 
St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church  
Pastor: Kenneth W. Fink  
Steven Troisi, 
Vicar Sunday School 
9:30am 
Worship Services: 
8:15 & 10:30am 
St. Peter United Method-
ist Church Hamlet, NC 
Pastor: Rev. Donna M. 
Thompson 
Sunday School: 9:30AM 
Morning Worship: 
11:00AM 
Wed. Bible Study: 6:30PM 
Thursday Bible Study: 5:00 
PM 
Streater Grove AME Zion 
Morven NC 
Pastor: Rev. James L 
Moore 
Sunday School 9:45am 
Worship Service 11am 

Bible Study Tuesday 6:30 
pm 
The East Campus 
6140 West Marshville Blvd. 
Marshville, NC 28103 
704-624-1998 
The Upper Room Greater 
Highway Church of 
Christ 
Marvin, NC 
Pastor:  Elder Malachi 
Haines Sr. 
Sunday School: 10:00 am 
Sunday Morning Worship: 
 11:30 am 
Monday Praise & Worship: 
 7:30 pm 
Wednesday Bible Study: 
 7:30 pm 
Kidz Church:  Wednesday 
@ 7:30 pm 
Afternoon Services: 2nd & 
4th Sunday afternoons @ 
3:30 pm 
Walking By Faith Out-
reach Ministry 
Marshville, NC 
Pastor: Dene and Verniece 
Grant 
Sunday School: 10:00 am 
Worship Service: 11:15 am 
Wednesday Intercessory 
Prayer: 6:30pm 
Wednesday Bible Study: 
7:00 pm 
Walker Grove Missionary 
Baptist Church Wingate, 
NC 

Pastor: Jasper Powe 
Assistant Pastor: Minister 
James Barett 
Sunday school 9:45 am 
Worship service 11:00 
am 
Wednesday Bible Study 
7:00 pm 
Thursday night Men's 
Meeting  7:00 pm 
Watts Grove Missionary 
Baptist Church 
Rocky River Road 
North-Monroe, NC 
Pastor: Donald L. Robin-
son 
Sunday School: 9:25 AM 
Sunday Worship Service: 
11:00 AM 
Wednesday Bible 
Study/Prayer Service: 
7:00 PM 
We Care First Outreach 
Minstries 
Email: wecarefirstout-
reachministries@hotma
il.com 
704-465-2004 
1124 E Caswell St 
Wadesboro, NC 28170 
Worship: 3:00pm on 1st, 
3rd, 5th Sunday of each 
month 
White House Church,  
Pastor: Pastor K. Barrett  
103 West Franklin St.  
Monroe NC 28112   
Sunday: 11:00am  

 P.O. Box 212  
Wingate NC. 28174   
email: kimbarrett@gmail.com  
Ph. 704-475-7269   
Whitehouse Out-reach Deliv-
erance Center 
3628 Hwy 74 E., Wingate NC 
28174 
Sunday School 10am 
Prayer 10:45-11am 
Sunday Worship 11am 
Evening Service 5pm 
Wingate Community Church 
of God  
Pastor Dr. M.K. Thomas  
 1st Sunday Sunday school @ 
9:45-11:00  
2nd  & 4th  Sunday Sunday 
school @ 9:45a.m.-11:00a.m.  
Morning worship begins @ 
11:00 
Womble Chapel AME Zion 
Church 
Pastor: Rev. Yvette R. Caple 
Sunday School 10:00am 
Sunday Worship 11:00am 
Zion Hill Christian Fellow-
ship 
Pastor Bill Sullivan 
Pastor: Bill Sullivan 
Co - Pastor Carolyn 
Sullivan 
Sunday School -10:00am to 
11:30am Service - 11:45am 
Wed. Bible Study - 6:30pm 
Every 3rd Sunday Christian 
Education beginning @ 11:00 
Wed. Bible Study - 6:30pm  

Church Listings Continued from page 9 
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What the Bible Says About... Astrology 
Question: What the 
Bible Says About... 
Astrology 
 
Try to name a newspa-
per or secular magazine 
today that doesn't con-
tain some sort of horo-
scope. The world has 
diluted astrology so 
much that many Chris-
tians forget that it is 
actually has its roots in 
an occult practice of 
fortune telling. While 
some people look to the 
stars to get advice, the 
scripture may make 
some Christians think 
twice about relying on 
the practice. 
 
Answer: 
Is Astrology Occult or 
Entertainment? 
 
Astrology began as a 
form of fortune telling, 
which the Bible consid-
ers an occult, and at 
times, a useless prac-
tice. Astrology is based 
upon the use of stars 
and planets to “read 
into” a person’s past, 
present, and future. For 
many astrologists it is a 
belief that the position 
of certain celestial enti-
ties have an impact on 
our lives. For other as-
trologists there is a be-
lief that there are gods 
in those celestial bodies 
that impact our lives. 
The Bible does warn 
against worshipping 
other Gods, though few 
Christians support the 
idea that the stars and 

planets are actually repre-
sentations of other Gods. 
 
However, the Bible does 
state that occult practices 
are wrong, and that we 
should not seek out for-
tune tellers, mediums, and 
practitioners of occult 
practices. While most of 
the predictions we see in 
the paper are fairly benign 
guesses, there is still con-
cern among some Chris-
tian groups about astrol-
ogy. The main concern is 
when Christians look to 
astrology for advice over 
God. If Christians look to 
astrology first then they 
are taking their eyes and 
trust away from God. Yet 
most Christians only 
glance at a horoscope to 
laugh at the generalized 
predictions, feeling no 
need to delve further into 
occult practices or divin-
ing the future. 
 
Exodus 20:3 – “Do not 
worship any other gods 
besides me.” (NLT) 
 
2 Kings 21:6 – “Manasseh 
even sacrificed his own 
son in the fire. He prac-
tices sorcery and divina-

tion, and he consulted 
with mediums and psy-
chics. He did much that 
was evil in the Lord’s 
sight, arousing his an-
ger.” (NLT) 
 
Deuteronomy 4:19 – 
“And when you look up 
to the sky and see the 
sun, the moon and the 
stars—all the heavenly 
array—do not be en-
ticed into bowing down 
to them and worshiping 
things the LORD your 
God has apportioned to 
all the nations under 
heaven. (NIV) 
Do Stars Offer Advice? 
 
The Bible states that the 
stars, along with the 
sun and moon, were 
created to give light to 
the Earth. God is the 
one who gives Chris-
tians advice. However, 
the stars can be quite 
useful, as in the case of 
the wise men needing 
to find the baby Jesus, 
in providing location. 
In this case, God used 
the star to light the way. 
 

The Bible is actually 
quite critical of astrolo-
gers, asserting that they 
cannot save people as 
God can. In Isaiah, the 
Bible points to this issue 
when God proclaims 
that Doom will come to 
Babylon and there is 
nothing the astrologists 
can do to save the peo-
ple from it. However, in 
today’s era of general-
ized horoscopes, most 
Christians do not use 
astrology as a way to 
predict major events. 
 
Genesis 1:16-17 – “God 
made two great lights, 
the sun and the moon, to 
shine down upon the 
earth. He also made the 
stars. God sent these 
lights in the heavens to 
light the earth.” (NLT) 
 
Isaiah 47:13 – “All the 
counsel you have re-
ceived has only worn 
you out! Let your as-
trologers come forward, 
those stargazers who 
make predictions month 
by month, let them save 
you from what is com-
ing upon you. Surely 
they are like stubble; the 
fire will burn them up. 
They cannot even save 
themselves from the 
power of the flame. 
Here are no coals to 
warm anyone; here is no 
fire to sit by.” (NIV) 
h t t p : / /
c h r i s t i a n -
teens.about .com/od/
whatthebiblesaysabout/
f/wbsaAstrology.htm 
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Couple’s Enlightenment  
Like Josh 
and Nancy, 
most cou-
ples begin 
their mar-
riages with 
great expec-
tations. In 
time, how-
ever, life's 
stresses be-
gin to take 
their toll on 
the relation-
ship. Bills 
must be 
paid, home 
repairs de-
mand our 
time and 
jobs con-
sume much 
of our en-
ergy. Addi-
tionally, as studies show, 
the arrival of children typi-
cally brings greater stress 
to the marriage, pushing 
husband and wife further 
apart.1 

How do couples remain 
connected while negotiat-
ing real circumstances of 
life? 

 The Theology of it All 

Human beings have an in-
nate desire to connect, to 
experience dynamic rela-
tionships with one another. 

And, the deepest, most 
intimate relationship ex-
ists in the marital bond 
between husband and 
wife. What is the source 
of this human longing? 

Considering all biblical 
information, God exists 
as Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. This Trinitarian 
construct has profound 
implications both for 
God and human beings. 
Rather than a mathemati-
cal or mere conceptual 
depiction, God as Trinity 
indicates that God, in es-

sence, is relational. 
There is an internal dy-
namic that character-
izes the God who cre-
ated. Interestingly, an-
cient theologians used 
the word "perichoresis" 
( l i t .  "a  dancing 
around") to describe 
this dynamic relational-
ity of God. 

Because of this inher-
ent relationality, God 
appropriately is de-
scribed fundamentally 
as "love" (1 John 4:7, 
NIV), since authentic 

Created For Connection 
love occurs 
only in rela-
tionship. The 
triune God cre-
ated humans to 
exist in rela-
tionship, not 
isolation, just 
as God exists in 
eternal relation-
ship as Father, 
Son and Holy 
Spirit. Hence 
"man" (Heb. 
adam) who 
bears the image 
o f  G o d 
(Genesis 1:26-
27) consists of 
male and fe-
male to exist in 
relationship. In 
this fundamen-
tal way, human 

beings reflect the image 
of God – we long to 
connect in meaningful 
ways to one another. 

The Male / Female 
Connection 
Genesis 2 gives a more 
detailed description of 
the creation of human 
beings. The Creator ex-
pressed dissatisfaction 
with the aloneness of 
the man. Possibly to 
expose or solidify the 
man's sense of rela-
tional need, God pa-
raded representatives of 
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the animal kingdom be-
fore him. In the process 
of naming these ani-
mals, the man discov-
ered that none of them 
comple te ly  co r re -
sponded to his human-
ness. 

Once the man was 
aware of his isolation, 
the Creator caused a 
deep sleep to fall on 
him. Taking a "rib," or 
p e r h a p s  b e t t e r , 
"scooping flesh and 
bones from his side," 
God makes (Heb. ba-
nah) woman. This un-
usual word in the crea-
tion narrative literally 
means "to build." God 
uses the very substance 
of the man and "builds" 
it, forms it and molds it 
into the woman. The 
word suggests a delicate 
process in which God 
carefully, artfully con-
structs the woman. 

The Longing for Rela-
tionship 
When the man awakens 
from his divinely-
induced slumber, he 
sees this different, but 
completely-human, be-
ing. Literally in the He-
brew, he exclaims: "This 
is this time"—in contrast 
to his experience with 
the animal kingdom—
"bone of my bones and 

flesh of my flesh, she 
will be called 'woman' 
for she was taken out of 
man" (Genesis 2:23). 
Man (ish) and woman 
(isshah). Linguistically 
linked; essentially the 
same; sexually distinct; 
made for one another. 

The divine commentary 
on this human connection 
was: "For this reason a 
man will leave his father 
and mother and be united 
to his wife, and they will 
become one flesh" 
(Genesis 2:24). This 
gives a theological basis 
for the ubiquitous long-
ing for male/female rela-
tionship. It's as if God 
"split" the singular hu-
man into male and fe-
male, and there is, there-
fore, a primal yearning to 
reconnect physically, 
spiritually and emotion-
ally. 

Some Implications 
While these will be 
fleshed out in subsequent 
articles, some helpful im-
plications for marital re-
lationships emerge from 
this biblical description 
of human creation. 

• The well-documented 
distinctions between 
women and men are 
divine in nature. Both 
women and men 

share equally in the 
image of God, but it is 
reflected in unique 
ways. Recognizing 
this helps us appreci-
ate, rather than resist, 
these differences. 

• As bearers of God's 
image, both husband 
and wife mediate into 
the other an important 
aspect of God's nature. 
In marriage, husband 
and wife have the op-
portunity to experi-
ence God uniquely 
through his or her 
spouse. In its most 
beautiful sense, con-
necting to one another 
facilitates a connection 
to the Creator. 

• The source of authen-
tic love is God, not 
humans. Rather than 
attempting "to find 
love in one's own 
heart" for the other, 
the biblical image is to 
allow God to pour 
through the husband 
his love for the wife, 
and vice versa. In this 
way, both husband and 
wife express and ex-
perience God's infinite 
love—they begin to 
experience marriage as 
a "sacred dance." 

In the following article, 
we'll consider how God's 
intent for marriage has 
been adversely affected by 
human brokenness and 

draw out some implica-
tions on how to miti-
gate its effects on our 
relationships. 

Copyright 2008 Garry Brantley. 
Used with permission.  

http://411.marriagevine.c
om/category_marital_gro
wth/Created_for_Connect
ion.php 
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We do not warrant or assume any legal liability  or responsibility whatsoever in respect of anything at all available 
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